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2. That the interpretation of them was given by
Inspiration to the same priests, or wise men, who
first discovered and brought down the characters
themselves.

How far these delusions have prevailed, and do
to this day prevail among the Egyptians, I need not
tell you; it is enough to say it has gone such a
length, as has encouraged enthusiastic pretenders,
and made Egypt the nursery of witchcraft to the
whole world.

Bat why should we think it strange to have di-
vinity and magic thus blended together in a country
so superstitious as Egypt ? Has there not been a
stranger mixture of magic and witchcraft, not omit-
ting priestcraft, in all kinds of religions ever since;
and is it less among the politer religions now in
vogue than it was in those days ?

To begin at the very pinnacle of the church, and
to leave judaical magic all behind us, though they
had the Devil almost in every synagogue ; I say, to
begin at the pinnacle of the church, how many
popes, in particular, does history give us an account
of, who have been sorcerers and conjurers, and who
have dealt with the Devil in the most open and
avowed manner! How has the Romish, church
been established upon the artificial magic of the
clergy! and how justly may we say to her, as Jehu
to the king of Israel, What peace., while the whore-
doms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are
so many ?

But not to make our inquiries a satire upon our-
selves in falling upon popery, where we are equally
guilty, let us recommend it to our Most Reverend
and Right Reverend to put our own ecclesiastic
affairs into such a good posture, that we may have
no magic among us ; that while we pull down the
formal magicians, we may not set up the cunning
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